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AN OLD WAGON ROAD

It In n wide and curve
mist of a willow dump

And the In n swerve
To clear tho toots of u halfcharred

where tho slant lo steep

But wild sweet clover In time ran heal

Adown the hollow It runs awry
With errant scorn of a settled pico

The brown o densely
They hold tho trail by tho

And where the mold In wet
With trickling pearls of a wnvsldo

spring
The arc of the track Is

Ouch for tho woodwceda biomom-
Inir

I
sun

stump

l aside from primrose I Ill

f cut the wheel deep
In clay that gathered the slow BPI

rain

Tito scar long left by the wagon wheel
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They had been married exactly six
months Nell was reminding her hus
band of the fact as she walked down
to the garden gate with him

Six months today George and we

have never had the tiniest bit of u

quarrel yet
No dearie riot even the tiniest tit

of a quarrel George echoed Do you
remember the compact wo made at
first When some one was chaffing
about family Jars we decided never to
have one at all Hasnt It worUeil

splendidly
Splendidly and Nell gave her hits

bands arm an affectionate little
squeeze way of leavet ilns
then she stood at the gate till a
In the road hid him from view

She sang a merry snatch ct acing ns

she came up tho garden path acaln
The morning sunshine fell lovingly on

tho tiny house and the small patch of
ground which they glorlfed by the
name garden and Nell was temptd
to linger unions the pansies till ths
thought of the pile of unwashed break
fast dishes sent her Indoors with a

sighWhilst
tidying tip the bethought

herself that the special cucaslon war
ranted something special by tho way
of a dinner and site went oft In
of her favorite cookerytook

It wits missing from Its accustomed
place and sho was Just beginning to
feel a little irrltnted by tho fruitless
search when sho recollected that
George had been recrranslng the
shelves of the bookcase anl It was
Just possible that he had pat the
volume away unthinkingly

yiu here it was rej t lan snugly be
tween a fat Encyclopeadla and
smiled to herself as she slipped it from
the shelf and sho stooped to pick up
a piece of paper which had fluttered to
the floor evidently front the shelf
too

She was crumpling It up In her hand
preparatory to putting It In the
stove when she noticed her husbands
handwriting on It Almost uncon-
sciously she smoothed out the bhcca
and read It

My Dearest Alice Will you please
pardon the presumption which bids
me lift my pen again 1 know that
your pure womanly soul will shrink
from anything lllce disloyalty or du-

plicity but I pray you to have patience
with me awhile ere I try to show you
that I am not wholly to blame for the
hateful tangle which has ruined our
lives God knows darling that I have
been the victim of cruel circumstances
and I dare scarcely dwell on the mad-
dening thought that never till death
comes to either one of us shall th
galling chain bo broken It Is cruel
now to talk of the might have peen
Oh Alice

And here the writing ceased
Nell stood on the stair looking be

fore her with wide unseeing eyes
George her George to have penned

this Infamous epistle
She read It again and tho passion

ate words burned themselves Into her
brain and sang dizzily In her ears

It was Incredulous preposterous
she told herself and yet here was the
proof before her eyes true and tangi
ble In Georges own beautiful writing

Sho sank down on the stairs a limp
heap of dejection That she had not
been the first the only one after all
that was the thought that hurt most
Everything else seemed to fade before
this overwhelming possibility even the
knowledge that her husband had
broken faith with her for Nell had
loved deeply and passionately and the
hot fierce Jealousy with which such
love Is said to seasoned was sting-
ing her now with cruel Intensity

Trifling things which she had
scarcely seemed to notice came to her
now full of startling moment She
persuaded herself that of lato George
bad grown strangely mysterious In his
doings

Once or twlco she had surprised
him busily writing when she had ex
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Across the hill on tin other
A new road to tha

Its l rl l graveled and him and
Xo

It travels on through the suns lint intni
With naught or to dozy or

No wtfv it follow to left or vtehfr-
No luring tll to a

And the old road Idles Its way alone
A vagrant careless of long

Wltchhnzrl threatened and
grown

It sinks In a hazy retrospect
And Inch by Inch ns the wild thlnrs
filoxer and thicker with web und skein
It Into u placid sleep-

A once more of the

And will nt last heal
by the wagon wheel
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pected him to be doing something else
and bitterly came the re-

membrance of It sho had awakened
during tho night to find that George
was still downstairs at his leak and
when questioned he had flushed and
muttered some unintelligible excuse

And this was the sort of thing that
had kept him busy and preoccupied
Nell looked tit the paper again How
blind site had been she who had
thought that her husband could have

secret from her title who had
herself on being able to read

soul And oh the pity of
jit this was their weddingday

Tho remembrance of the morning
and Georges bright fun brought a
plea for his Innocence und she walked

the stove and held the note
dangerously near to the dancing

But the one word Alice seemed
to grow suddenly more distinct and
sheet fiercely Nells flnaers clutched
the paper again

Sho had a vague notion that she
show George the letter and de
an explanation but as yet heart

and brain were In too great a tumult
could devise no plan of action

So silo slipped the paper Inside the
of her blouse and went about

her household duties with a heavier
heart than ever Eho had borne In all
her young life

Somehow the weary hours dragged
past sometimes Nell was longing
feverishly for her husbands return
and then the thought of this terrible
thins made the red blood flush her
checks and she was fain to admit to
hcnclf that sho was afraid to meet
hint

Afraid of George she laughed
mirthlessly at the thought of It But

hand Involuntarily sought the let
ter la Its restingplace and once ngaln
came all the bitter thoughts that had

born of her misery-
At length tho garden gate clicked

and with a feeling half of shame half
of assumed Indifference Nell picked-
up a magazine It would serve to hide
her crimson cheeks till she got calmer
and If she Intended to be deep In a
story George should not mark the un
usual want of greeting

But there were other footsteps on
gravel surely and she could hear

her husband laughing and talking
with someone Presently he ushered

a stranger and Nell had to gather
her scattered wits to give him a wel-
come With n womans want of logic
she was telling that George
might have chosen more con
venient season for bringing his
friend but It was with a sigh df re
lief that shu took her seat at tho head
of the dainty table for here at least
she reflected was an opportunity for
putting off tho evil hour

Always the soul of hospitality Nell
surpassed herself that evening and
George watched her with honest pride
He scarcely noticed that she was Ig
noring him In order to entertain Jack
Haldane and how could he know that
the bright sayings and the ringing
laughter were because her heart was
sore

It was late when Jack Haldane rose
to depart and they both accompanied
him to the gate

Nell bad Just been extending an
other early Invitation to him and
George was saying Goodnight when
Haldane said suddenly Oh by the
bye George I saw Alice yesterday she
was Inquiring kindly for you an rid
sweetheart of your husbands Mrs
Douglas and he swang off down the
road laughing gaily

Nell spoke first when she had gain
ed the shelter of the parlor She stood
on the rug and faced Gconse with an
angry spot burning on either cheek

George Douglas she said In a
level strained voice what Is the
meaning of this

George looked at her In wonder
ment then enlightenment carne

It was too bad he said njjolozeUc
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alfy I should have given warn-
ing that I was bringing a guest but
you got on all right you know the
dinner was splendid I I

The dinner said Nell scornfully
Who spoke of dinners It Is this

woman I want to know
sweetheart

Nell George was regarding her
with an Incredulous expression on his

faceAh you may well look surprised
Yoa did not think that some day your
secrets would bo found out You bad
Letter deny that this Is the sort of
thing you sit up at nights to wrlto
I I But Nell had collapsed on the
couch u disconsolate heap of misery
anti George vlth white set face was
looking tt tho note she had taken
from her blouse-

A pucker gathered between his
brows und It was well that Nell did
not see the stern expression of his
face Just then

There was silence for awhile broken
only by Nells fitful sobs

George was so quiet that nt length
sho grew frightened and looking up
she ventured ti feeble Well

Her husband did not look at her as
he answered he kept staring straight
into the fire but there was that In
his voice which hurt her more than
the words he said

Yes Nell this Is what I have been
sitting up to do I cant think how I
have been fo careless to leave this ly
ns about for cs you surmise It Is a
secret from my wife A week or two
ago I was rummaging that old desk
Uncle Angus left and I canoe upon a
bundle of old manuscripts which he
had evidently written in his younger
clays There was a bundle of lovelet
ters among them and from them I
gathered an old romance which partly
explains the old mans lonely exis
tence In a H lrtt of Idle curiosity I
gathered tho fragments together wrote
some bogus letters In answer to the
faded scented ones In the desk chang-
ed tho names and read with infinite
relish one of the QuaintEst of oldworld
stories I Intended to show It to you
but DltkHon of the mite Magazine
called one day when I was busy on It
and I allowed him to rend It He was
delighted valid that there was a furore
for such literature just now and

to be allowed to use It I demurred
at first but In the end I gave It to
him thinking that the check Im to
get in return would buy a pretty birth
clay present for it little woman I
know

Oh Gccre Its been such a day
and Nell sobbed out tho whole story
of her miter nnd her penitence

And by sad by she smiled through
her tears HS they went over the tangle
of the evidence and she quite forgot
the hateful Alice whom Jack Hal
dano had mentioned till George ex
plained that she was the sister of his

und hud been happily married
for ninny a year

A fortnight Inter they read the
proofs of Georgos story and as Nell
laughed and cried over the story of
the oldworld lovers she vowed In
heart that never again as long as she
had life would she be tempted to

her husband London S S
j Times

Trial by Jury Losing Ground
Trial by Jury continues to decline In

popularity In tho county courts not-
withstanding the numerical change In
tho Jury and the Increase In the more
Important cases The number of ac-

tions determined In 1905 was 75280
and only 843 were tried by Juries This
Is the lowest number of which there
Is any record In the returns Juries
have never been much In request In
the county courts The demand for
their services has actually diminished
as the business of the courts has In
creased 1S7C 1SS5 1150 1S95-

11SO 1905 843
There were ten circuits In 1905 on

which the number of cases tried by
juries did not exceed three On the
circuit which includes Bolton WIgan
and Oldham not a single case was
tried by a Jury during the year In
the employment of Jurors as in tho
treatment of debtors the views of
County Court Judges differ The de
cline of trial by Jury In the county
courts may be attributed not so much-
to nn increasing want of faith in the
institution on the part of litigants as
to the strong prejudice which some
County Court Judges exhibit against
it London Law Journal

He Did What He Could-
I hope my little Tommy has taken-

to heart talk of last night
about charity arid usefulness said
n fond mother How many acts of
kindness has he done many
hearts has my Tommy made grateful
and glad

Her Tommy
Ive done a whole lot of good ma

I gate your new hat to a beggar wo-
man and I gave cooks shoes to a lit
tle girl in busted rubbers what I seen
on the street and I gave a
shoestringseller black evening
suit the openfront one that he hardly
over wears Ladles Home Journal

Oil has been discovered on the is
land of Wakenaara at the mouth

Esslqulbo River Demerara at a
depth of eighty feet
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Good SpellingSc-

ientific Phonetic Principles Groundwork
of the Simplified Spelling Boards Crusade

kjvyvs v By Benjamin E Smith

T Is true that tho only really good spelling Is phonetic I

It Is unfortunately true that our orthography though

I o not wholly phonetic is from the true phonetic point o-

tI I view little less than a nightmare but It Is also true that

I reform It phonetically would necessitate a radical transforms
nH n of the great majority of tho familiar forms of English

j words because It would involve extensive alterations of

alphabet To say as some do that this alphabetic reco-

nstruction should be tho end rather than the beginning
goal to which a gradual approach may be only to recommend
substitution of prolonged confusion and anarchy for a quick and sweeping m
olutlon But that the great mass of Englishspeakers who as Prof Louts
bury has said have lost the phonetic sense will consent to give up at once or

gradually through a transition period of vexatious confusion their orthograph-
ic habits their prejudices and their convenience In order that their spelling-

or that of their grandchildren may assume a form which from its strangeness
seems to them utterly repulsive Is a supposition which cannot be entertained
unless ono relies upon the scientific accuracy of ones principles more than up

on ones knowledge of human nature
The full recognition of this fact by the Simplified Spelling Board Is what

chiefly distinguishes Its program and makes It a practicable and hopeful one

All of Its members probably heartily believe In tho phonetic principle they
may expect or hope that some time It may be embodied in English orthog-
raphy but they are agreed that It must be subordinated to other practical
principles In any reform for which it is reasonable to work They have not

abandoned tho standard of the earlier revolt but they have changed the point
of attack and tho plan of campaign This should be distinctly grasped by all

who are interested In their work and plans Tho Century

Using a Giants Strength
By F W Greer

HERE are two causes that help make the conditions which
call for exposure and reform The first Is unlimited profit
and the second Is the right of a strong brain to take undue
advantage of a weaker brain

In tho future we will see a legal rate of profit as we now
see a legal rate of Interest aUdthere will be as great n

sentiment against the misuse of brain power as there ls-
LI against the misuse of physical power In the future no

person will be allowed legally to use his brain power to ex-

act exorbitant profits from tho people any more than n pugilist now has the
legal right to use his great physical power to commit highway robbery

In the savage state a person uses his physical find mental force as he
chooses but In a civilized community these have to be modified according to
the wishes and needs of the community We have put a restraining hand
on the brutal exercise of physical force now let us put forth the same effort
and control the brutal I know of no better word exercise of the mental
force

Let me Illustrate I am a person of ordinary mental force and of ordinary
strength and have It fair amount of wealth One person tries to get my
wealth by physical force and another by mental force high finance One
class is ns harmful ItS the other to tho community

Every person endowed with extra physical and mental force is entitled
to compensation for all the extra services he can render because of such en-

dowments but ho has no right to use such endowments to force front another
his wealth unless we go back to a nature where every man is a law unto
himself

The Growing
Passion for MusicB-

y Rupert Hughes

HATEVER the percentage of American musical Illiteracy
irtny have been n few years ago It Is beyond denial that
there Is a tremendous change ut work The whole nation
feeling a musical uplift like a sea that swells above a sub-
marine earthquake

ja trouble hitherto has not been tint Americans were
of a fibre that was lead to musical thrill Our hearts are
not of flannel nnd we are not a nation of soft pedals We
have simply been too busy hacking down trees and making

bricks without Etrnw to go to music school But now the sewing machine
the telephone the tyepwiitor and the trolley car are sufllclently Installed
to give us leisure to take up music and ceo what there is in It

We are beginning to learn that whllo The Arkansas Traveler Money
Musk and Nclllo Vus u Lady are all very well In their way there orb higher
and more Interesting things In music

There Isan expression which musicians hear every I nni passion-
ately fond of music but I dont understand it I know what I like but I
cant tell why

This speech has become a byword among trained musicians but it
UlAmerica as a nation is passionately fond of music It needs only an education in tho means of expression Good Housekeeping
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Nlcolal Looks Backward
yicolal has been very much Im

pressed with his Sunday school les-
sons especially those telling of the
creation of the world Ho asks his
mother numerous questions concern
ing tho original state o things and
does not seem quite satisfied with the

as is evident from a recent
he made which Included a pe

tltlon asking tho Lord to please tellme what there was way way back

backs to the years Harpers Week
ly

The medical faculty of tho ParisUniversity plans international technological encyclopedia H is to be Is
sued in ten languages Including learemote the world

prayer

In tho years before there was any
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Quite Likely-
I wonder said the man who waf

Given to thought at times I wonder
what is meant by the embarrassment
of riches

The poor relation very likely
replied the man who was one Pnllar
delphla Lediser

Three German battalions at Meti
are to experiment with Braygreen
uniforms the metal parts being
dull brown The kaiser Is not yet
satisfied as to tho comparative invltl-
blllty of the two shades

Tho Mexicans claim to have the fin-

est harbor on he pacific coast at Man
zanlllo 3500 001 gold
been spent on It and
Is to be spent perfecting It
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